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The gun lobby’s strength is cultural, not financial
COMMEN TARY

A nother 200 children became survivors of gun
violence Monday, this time in Nashville, when
a 28-year-old armed with high-powered

weapons broke into their school and opened fire,
killing three 9-year-old classmates and three adult
staff members.

The kids, along with employees of the private
elementary school, join the growing number of
Americans who have been touched by gun vio-
lence, who have had to shelter in place or run for
their lives or confront the possibility that their
lives will soon end by a bullet. And they also join
the ranks of mourners for family, friends and col-
leagues who could not be protected or escape.

Just how common is it to be a survivor? Outside
the Nashville school, Joylyn Bukovac, a local tele-
vision reporter covering the killing rampage,
shared that she, too, had survived a shooting at
her middle school in 2010.

At another point, a woman crashed a television
news conference, asking, “A r e n’t you guys tired of
covering this?” That was Ashbey Beasley, who had
been at the July 4 parade in Highland Park, Ill.,
last year when a gunman opened fire on the
crowd, killing seven people. Beasley was in
Nashville visiting family and was going to have
lunch with Shaundelle Brooks, whose older son
was killed in a 2018 mass shooting at a Waffle
House. The women bonded over their gun control
advocacy. But Brooks got word that her younger
s o n’s high school was on lockdown because of the
gunfire nearby.

“I couldn’t even fully process it,” Beasley told
the Washington Post. “What do you say? Because
only in America can you survive a mass shooting
and go and make a friend who is the victim of a
mass shooting and then go to meet that friend for
lunch … and end up in the middle of another mass
shooting event.”

When we look beyond horrific headline-grab-
bing mass shootings, the tally of loss and sorrow
compounds. Just in the last week, two administra-
tors were shot at a high school in Denver and a
student was shot in the parking lot at a high school
in Dallas. Each day, children and adults are killed
or maimed in shootings in neighborhoods, homes,
houses of worship, grocery stores and movie the-
aters. Even some of the most powerful people in
the nation — members of Congress — are not im-
mune. There is no safe place.

How much longer before most Americans can
count themselves as survivors of gun violence?
What does that do to the national psyche? For par-
ents to say goodbye to their children each morning
with the lingering fear it will be the last time they
see them. For young people who are trained by the
culture to constantly scope out exit routes in case
there is a shooter.

We ’re a country that purports to care about hu-
man life, yet we tolerate frequent mass casualties
from guns. While conservative legislators in Ten-
nessee and other states spend their time trying to
ban books or drag queens, curtail gender-affirm-
ing care for transgender youth, or whitewash pub-
lic school curriculum in the name of protecting
children, they refuse to take meaningful steps to
reduce the leading cause of their death in Amer-
ica: gun violence.

President Joe Biden on Monday again called on
Congress to ban assault weapons and close gun
background check loopholes. A majority of Ameri-
cans support stronger rules on the sale of guns
and feel increasingly dissatisfied with the nation’s
failure to more strictly regulate firearms. But too
many state and federal lawmakers, mostly Repub-
lican, won’t buck the gun lobby and its extreme
ideology that even common-sense restrictions
amount to government oppression.

So, instead, Americans live with another kind of
oppression — the crushing fear that they might be
the next victim or survivor of gun violence.

Los Angeles Times Editorial Board

By DAVID A. HOPKINS
Bloomberg Opinion

G un politics in the U.S. demonstrates
that a popular majority does not al-
ways get its way. Even though most

Americans support stricter gun-safety laws,
proposals for major new regulations reli-
ably face impassable obstacles in Congress.

The standard explanation for this im-
passe is that the minority is highly mobi-
lized and well-funded. This is only half right:
The power of gun-control opponents stems
more from their shared sense of identity
than from their money.

Frustrated liberals are well aware of the
difficulties they face in winning a major leg-
islative battle over gun policy, but they often
misunderstand the source of the obstruc-
tion. As in other policy areas, such as
health care or environmental regulation,
many Democrats are predisposed to view
Republican opposition as primarily reflect-
ing the supposedly undue influence of
wealthy or corporate interests.

After this week’s mass shooting at a
Nashville school, former House speaker
Nancy Pelosi claimed that Congress’s re-
fusal to renew the 1994 federal ban on as-
sault weapons was “all about money ... big
money in the gun business.” Democratic
leaders habitually accuse the National Rifle
Association of buying the votes of Republi-
can politicians via direct financial contribu-
tions and independent campaign expendi-
tures.

But while the NRA is a famously power-
ful interest group — despite some serious
recent management problems — most of its
influence does not derive from the money it
spends on elections. As the political scien-

tist Matthew Lacombe explains in his 2021
book “F i r e p o w e r, ” the NRA’s most transfor-
mational achievement was not financial but
cultural: It successfully defined gun owner-
ship as a distinctive form of social identity.

For decades, Lacombe writes, the NRA
has encouraged gun owners to see them-
selves as “reputable, honest, patriotic citi-
zens who are self-sufficient and love free-
dom” but who constantly face unmerited at-
tacks from “politicians, the media and
lawyers.” He concludes that gun-control
supporters are at a relative disadvantage
because they lack a countervailing identity
of their own.

In polls, a majority of Americans mildly
favors the additional regulation of firearms.
But very few consider not owning a gun as
a central element of their personal lifestyle
that they will mobilize to defend.

Over the past decade or so, gun-safety
advocates have founded several new orga-
nizations and engaged in increasingly visi-
ble forms of public protest. (One of the most
prominent of these groups, Everytown for
Gun Safety, is backed by Michael
Bloomberg, founder and majority owner of
Bloomberg LP.) Much of this activism has
openly invoked famous tragedies such as
the Sandy Hook and Parkland school shoot-
ings, or has been led by victims of gun vio-
lence such as former U.S. congresswoman
Gabby Giffords of Arizona. The creation of
this institutional infrastructure is a logical
attempt to build a counterpart to the NRA
and other gun rights groups, with the goal
of convincing elected officials that popular
passions are not limited to one side of the
gun debate.

This activity has met with some success
in pressuring Democratic politicians to

keep gun control on their policy agenda.
And as well-educated suburbanites con-
tinue to replace White Southerners and ru-
ral residents within the party coalition, it’s
getting much easier for Democratic leaders
to keep their members united on the issue.

But gun-safety advocates are unlikely to
extend their influence to the other side of
the aisle. Gun owners and their family
members are an important constituency
within the conservative activist community
and the Republican primary electorate. Re-
publican officeholders are careful not to
alienate gun-rights organizations because
they are worried about losing votes, not just
PAC money.

So the partisan gridlock over gun policy
is less likely to be broken by specific politi-
cal tactics than by a larger shift in the cul-
tural zeitgeist. If gun ownership loses popu-
lar appeal as a salient personal identity —
because it becomes socially discouraged or
simply goes out of style - one of the major
impediments to leftward policy change will
become less formidable.

Staunch opponents of gun control may
be outnumbered in the U.S., but they still
wield considerable power. Not only have
they prevented Congress from passing ma-
jor gun-safety regulation, they have also
succeeded in getting many Republican-con-
trolled states to make it easier for citizens
to purchase and carry guns. That’s because
in politics, it doesn’t just matter what you
say - it also matters how much you care.

David A. Hopkins is an associate pro-
fessor of political science at Boston College
and the author of “Red Fighting Blue: How
Geography and Electoral Rules Polarize
American Politics.”
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How utility customers can fight climate change
COMMEN TARY

By members of the
Community Power Coalition

of New Hampshire
For the Valley News

T he image of women
pushing wheelbarrows
atop a coal mine dump

near Johannesburg, South
Africa (“World on ‘thin ice,’ ”
Page B3, March 21) carries a
powerful message. This photo
is linked to reporting about the
latest findings of the United
Nations Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) released on March 20.

The bad news is that we will
reach an average global warm-
ing increase of 1.5 degrees Cel-
sius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit)
by 2035, if not sooner. Clearly,
we are experiencing the im-
pacts of climate change, and
the worst impacts, especially
for the most vulnerable, are
coming much faster than origi-
nally thought.

Humanity still has a chance
to prevent the worst of climate
change’s future harms. If we
cut greenhouse gas emissions
in half by 2030 and eliminate the
other half by the early 2050s, the
report states, there is a 50/50
chance of remaining at this crit-
ical threshold of 1.5 degrees C.
The United Nations chief has
called for an end to new fossil
fuel exploration and for rich
countries to quit coal, oil, and
gas by 2040.

So how do we, as individuals,
help slow and mitigate the im-
pact of global warming? Some

are eating less meat; adding in-
sulation, heat pumps, solar pan-
els and electric storage batter-
ies to homes; and buying elec-
tric vehicles. These are all good
things, but is there an additional
simple and inexpensive step we
can all take right now to have
an immediate effect?

The New Hampshire De-
partment of Energy currently
requires electric utilities to ac-
quire a minimum of 23.4% of
their energy from renewable
generating sources and will re-
quire 25.5% by 2025. (In compar-
ison, Connecticut will require
44% and Maine, 80% by 2030.)
So most New Hampshire con-
sumers currently use electricity
that is only 23.4% renewable,
and that low percentage is not
about to rise significantly any-
time soon.

The good news is that Com-
munity Power is here. Most res-
idents and businesses in the
Upper Valley towns of Enfield,
Hanover, Lebanon, and Plain-
field who receive their electric
supply from Liberty, Ever-
source, or Unitil will soon be au-
tomatically enrolled into a Com-
munity Power Plan where they
will get to choose the percent-
age of renewable electricity
they consume. Not just 23.4%,
the amount required by law, but
33%, 50% and even 100% renew-
able energy choices will be
available. Moreover, they will be
able to do so at a lower cost.
(Their utilities will continue to
bill for transmission and distri-
bution and will maintain the

power lines and respond to
emergencies. They will also
continue sending electric bills
that will include the energy sup-
ply portion of the bill.)

There will be four options.
For Granite Basic (23.4% re-
newable), consumers will pay
15.8 cents per kilowatt hour
(kWh). Granite Plus (33% re-
newable) will cost 16.2 cents.
Clean 50 (50% renewable) will
cost 16.9 cents, and Clean 100
(100% renewable) will cost 19.1
cents per kWh. ALL of these
rates are lower than the rates
currently charged by Ever-
source (20.2 cents per kWh) or
Liberty (22.0 cents per kWh) for
the power supply portion of
their service. (The income-
based Electric Assistance Pro-
gram will continue unchanged.)

Community Power cus-
tomers will have the opportu-
nity to lower or remove 100% of
the greenhouse gas emissions
from their electric supply by
choosing the highest level of re-
newable power they can afford.

And this isn’t the end of the
story. This opportunity to re-
duce greenhouse gas emissions
from our power supply comes
thanks to several years of effort
by some of our neighbors to
create the Community Power
Coalition of New Hampshire
(CPCNH), a nonprofit electric
power agency with a growing
membership of 30 municipali-
ties statewide.

Serving so many customers,
CPCNH will be able to negoti-
ate lower costs and build a fi-

nancial cushion to stabilize
rates. In addition, over time, its
member communities, collec-
tively and/or individually, will be
able to create innovative pro-
jects, such as building large so-
lar arrays, to shape our renew-
able energy supply and make it
more local.

Community Power cus-
tomers can do something to
mitigate climate change now by
going to the Community Power
website at CommunityPow-
erNH.gov and opting up to the
highest level of renewable en-
ergy they can afford. We urge
them to do it soon to lower their
personal carbon footprint and
send a powerful message to our
governor, legislators, state en-
ergy planners, and utilities that
our communities value clean
energy and they need to do
more.

We also encourage other
New Hampshire towns to join
CPCNH so that their residents
and businesses can amplify ef-
forts to create a more renew-
able and fossil-fuel-free power
supply. Please hurry! According
to the IPCC report, there is no
time to waste.

Upper Valley members of
the Community Power Coali-
tion include Jo-Ellen Court-
ney and Kim Quirk, of En-
field; Yolanda Baumgartner
and Judi Colla, of Hanover;
Greg Ames and Jonathan
Chaffee, of Lebanon; and
Steve Ladd and Evan Oxen-
ham, of Plainfield.

The Opinion Pages of the Valley News are the sections of
the paper devoted to editorials, commentary, letters and po-
litical cartoons. The editorials in the left-hand column ex-
press the opinions of the Valley News; all other features, in-
cluding the cartoons, are chosen to present a broad range of
views and express only the author’s opinion.

We encourage our readers to write to the Forum to com-
ment on matters of general public interest. We publish let-
ters regardless of their politics, providing they are in good
taste and address a subject of broad concern. To keep the
Forum open to all, we request that you keep letters to about
350 words, and that you write no more often than once every
two weeks.

Please email letters to forum@vnews.com. If you cannot
send an email, address letters to Forum, Valley News, P.O.
Box 877, White River Junction, Vt. 05001. Please include
your name and address, along with a daytime telephone
number (for confirmation purposes only). All letters are sub-
ject to editing.
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